CARING FOR YOUR PET AT TIME OF DEATH

1. Talk over with your family who is willing to provide care for your pets until their natural life is over and be sure that individual is in full agreement to accept this responsibility.

2. Discuss the type of care you would expect to continue for your pets, who is its veterinarian, annual physicals or continued new or existing disaster treatments, whether there is an existing pet insurance policy and its language and then discuss the costs involved with annual care of your pets.

3. Decide where your pets will go if no family member or friend is willing to take over the responsibility for their care and treatment and how your selection will be compensated financially to ensure this care and treatment can occur.

4. Be sure to identify your pets by micro chipping, tattooing, current tags, etc. to ensure the correct pets are being cared for under your plans and can be tracked by the legal system if a problem should occur.

5. Provide the financial resources for the continued care and treatment of your pets by adding them into your Will or Trustee documents.  This is the only guarantee you will have your plans are carried out to your wishes.

EXAMPLE OF TRUST LANGUAGE

Grantor’s Death:  Domesticated Animal Assistance.

    Upon the death of Grantor, and after the distribution set forth in Sections ____, the Trustee shall set aside in a separate fund, fifty thousand ($50,000.00) dollars for the purpose of caring for and allowing Grantor’s then-living domesticated animals to continue their full lives in a comfortable, loving environment.  The domesticated animals are not to be put in an animal shelter, but shall be cared for by an individual, who in the Trustee’s discretion, shall treat such animals as their own pets.  The individual providing the care and love shall be appointed from time-to-time by the Trustee and, if desired, can be the Trustee.  At the death of the last surviving domesticated animal, any remaining amount of the $50,000.00 fund, including accrued income, shall pass to ________ in Section ___ above.  Any non-domesticated animals (wild animals) that Grantor is currently rehabilitating or caring for pending release back to the wild shall be turned over to the Ohio Wildlife Office, or if not existent, to a similar organization.

